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Metro Government
Issue:

In 2006, the West Virginia Legislature passed the West Virginia Local Government Consolidation Act (SB 245) to give citizens more choices about how to organize their municipal and county governments.  Under this act, any changes to local government must be approved by 55 percent of the voters in each affected area.  

Information:

The Charleston Chamber of Commerce has long been committed to pursuing policies that enhance government efficiency and improve government service to the people of Kanawha County and the State of West Virginia.  Metro government is a measure that promises significant potential for achieving both of these critical goals.  

We believe that implementation of metro government would:
· Promote economic growth and development;

· Enable local governments provide more efficient services and more effective administration;

· Keep local governments viable; 
· Provide local flexibility; and,
· Reduce duplication of government services and functions.
In addition, successful adoption of a metro government system would effectively increase the population of the Charleston Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA).  An MSA is typically a group of counties that are geographically and economically linked. The Charleston MSA (which currently includes Kanawha, Boone, Clay and Lincoln Counties) dropped in national ranking from 54 in 1950 to 147 in 2000.  In contrast, Lexington and Charlotte improved their ranking significantly over the same 50 year period.  This is important because the size of an MSA can affect federal funding, as well as the area’s ability to attract new businesses and jobs.

Action:

The Charleston Regional Chamber of Commerce supports special legislation to allow all elections to decide upon a metro government and charter in Kanawha County to be decided by a majority vote.    

